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About CCOF Certification
• Largest NOP certifier
• 41 states and 3 

countries
• 70 inspectors
• 5,000 inspections 

annually
• Leader in certification 

technology
• International standards



Growing Concerns





Ongoing Concerns
• Limited visibility into 

production and supply chain
• Buyers cannot get additional 

assurance or details about 
supply

• Many traders and brokers in 
the chain

• No acreage identified by 
certifiers for farms
– US market cannot see or 

understand how many farmers 
or how large they are in 
Eastern Europe

• One trader lost certification



CCOF At-Risk Grain Import Policy
• www.ccof.org
• Notification
• Review shipments and will track 

volumes
• Working with importers
• Identifying products and sources
• Encourage caution
• Performing more testing of 

inbound products
• Working closely and providing 

information to National Organic 
Program



Next Steps
• Work together at trade and certification level
• Organic certifier and Organic Trade Association 

task forces
• Need best practices
• Greater care in regions of concern?
• Testing
• Know your supply-trace to farms
• Identify and report fraud, use only trusted 

partners
• Report your volumes and sales to certifiers so 

they can check at trader level
• Technology?
• Certifiers should report acreage to NOP!



Thank You!

Jake Lewin, President, 
CCOF Certification Services, LLC 

jake@ccof.org 


